	World War II                                                  4-2  cha

	Adolf 
Hitler
	Hitler, a veteran of World War I, led the German Nazional Party, the Nazis.  Hitler was not important until catastrophic unemployment in 1932 made people desperate.  His party won the 1932 election, and he claimed total power as Fuhrer, or leader, in 1933.  His rivals were killed, and his police rounded up communists and other political opponents and put them in remote prisons called concentration camps.  In fiery speeches promoting the Nazi ideals, he promised to revive the German military, reclaim Germany’s lost territory, cleanse the German land of undesirable people, and conquer Europe.    

	Joseph 

Stalin
	In the Soviet Union, Stalin seized power when Vladimir Lenin died in 1925.  He turned the Soviet Union into a modern industrial nation with alarming speed and violence.  His police rounded up intellectuals and other political opponents and put them in remote prisons called gulags.  An estimated 20 million citizens died as a direct result of Stalin’s oppression.  He ruled until his death in 1953.

	Winston Churchill
	Born to a wealthy family, Churchill served in the army in the British Empire.  He led the Navy in World War I and became head of the government in 1940.  In inspiring, eloquent speeches, he persuaded British citizens to join the struggle with him:  “We shall defend our island. We shall never surrender.”    

	Early Action
	In defiance of the Treaty of Versailles, Hitler rebuilt the German Army.  His troops marched into Austria in 1938, then claimed Czechoslovakia in May 1939.  On September 1, 1939, Hitler’s army invaded Poland, and France and Great Britain declared war on Germany.  Turning west, the Nazis rolled over Belgium and attacked France; it fell in a month. Hitler turned to Great Britain.  The German Air Force bombed cities in Great Britain every night for a year.  “Let them do their worst,” Churchill said. “We will do our best.” Half of the homes in London were destroyed, and 60,000 civilians were killed.  But the bombing campaign against Britain was not successful. Hitler turned his attention to the east.   

	Holocaust,

Genocide
	In Greek, holo caust  means whole burning, or complete destruction.  Genocide is the systematic destruction of a race of people. The Nazi policy was to completely destroy the Jewish population of Europe.  Six million Jews were killed—two-thirds of the Jewish citizens of Europe—in an organized, government policy of forced labor in concentration camps and mass murder.   Romani people (Gypsies) and other groups considered impure—die untermensch; the subhuman-- were also killed.

	US Joins, 

D-Day
	The US formally entered the war in 1941.  Massive numbers US soldiers gathered in southern England, and on June 6, 1944—D-Day--over 160,000 US and British soldiers crossed the English Channel and invaded German-held territory in France.  They began pressing east toward Germany’s capital, Berlin.  The winter of 1944-45 was bitterly cold, and the US troops fought hard for every mile.

	Franklin Delano Roosevelt
	Born to a wealthy family, Roosevelt was stricken with polio at age forty. His illness helped him connect to the struggles of ordinary people.  He was elected president in 1933 and served until his death in 1945. Roosevelt and Churchill became great friends.  He was an inspiring wartime leader:  “There is nothing I love as much as a good fight.” 

	Final Action
	In the east, Hitler’s army invaded the Soviet Union in June 1941 in the largest military action in history.  Both sides suffered heavy losses, and the German army failed to reach the Soviet capital, Moscow.  Stalin’s immense Soviet Army pushed west toward Berlin.  The jubilant Soviet army met the elated US army at the Elbe River on April 25, 1945.  Hitler committed suicide.  Soviet soldiers marched into Berlin.  On May 8, 1945, Churchill finally announced the German surrender to a huge crowd of Londoners, proclaiming:  “This is your victory.”
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	Adolf Hitler came to power promising four things to the hungry, jobless, desperate German people.

	1.  I will

	2.  I will

	3.  I will

	4.  I will

	1939-1945. Europe is at war—again!  Three powerful leaders shape the history of the world.

	First name
	Last name
	Country
	Year he came to power
	How did he treat the citizens?

	
	
	
	
	His brutal policies caused the death of 20 million citizens.

	
	
	
	
	He encouraged every citizen to join him in the struggle.

	
	
	
	
	He organized the murder of 6 million Jewish citizens.

	Churchill, Hitler, Roosevelt, Stalin:  Pick two and describe how they are similar.

	

	

	

	Churchill, Hitler, Roosevelt, Stalin:  Pick two and describe how they are different.

	

	

	

	Circle each adjective on the front of this paper.  Give a synonym.  Connect it to a leader or event.

	eloquent
	
	

	alarming
	
	

	jubliant
	
	Soviet army at the Elbe River, April 1945

	systematic
	organized
	

	inspiring
	
	

	impure
	
	

	firey
	
	

	immense
	
	

	elated
	
	


