	Causes of World War II
                            4-1  on-l

	World War I

1914-1918

M
A 

I+I 

N

	The Great War was caused by the culture of Europe:

Militarism:  The belief that our powerful military makes our country great.
Alliances:  Countries promise to protect each other in war.  Allies are friends.
Imperialism: The belief that our country has the right to conquer distant lands.
Industrialization:  Our country changed from farm to factory to produce goods. Nationalism:  The belief that our country is the best. We compete to prove it.
Trench warfare. Ten million soldiers killed; six million civilians killed.  For what?

	Armistice
	World War I did not end with a victory.  There was no official winner or loser.     Both sides wanted to stop fighting, so they agreed to the Armistice on November 11, 1918 at 11:00am.  Church bells rang, but the war was not officially over.

	Treaty of Versailles 1919
	The war officially ended in June 1919 with the signing of the Treaty of Versailles.  The purpose of the Treaty of Versailles was to punish Germany for the war.
B lame:  Germany had to accept responsibility for the war.   

L and:  Germany had to give up 10% of its land.

A rmy:  Germany had to give up its military.

M oney:  Germany had to pay a huge sum to France and Britain
E mpire:  Germany had to give its colonies to France and Britain
France and Britain sought to ruin their neighbor Germany.  

Their idea: 

Germany crushed, Europe at peace. 
In 1919, the German people were starving and furious.  They called the Treaty “Die Dolchstoss”—the Stab in the Back.  A rumor started that Germany was actually winning the war, but that politicians betrayed the fatherland and agreed to the Treaty.         

	Germany Reorganized 
	Gradually the German economy cranked up again, people got jobs, and life moved on.   Leaders met in the city of Weimar to write a new constitution in August 1919.  The new government reorganized the country:  Germany became a democracy and a republic.   By 1924 the German economy was re-building its industries and only 5% of workers were unemployed.   American companies helped Germany succeed.

	World-wide economic depression, 1929-1939
	In the 1920’s, businesses grew all over the world.  Economies shot up! Success!  Boom!
In 1929 the US economy sank.  Other countries were dragged into depression. Crash!
The US didn’t buy German products anymore, so German factories shut down.  The success of the 1920’s shriveled.  By 1933, over 30% of Germans were unemployed.

	Rise of Nazi Party in Germany
	The Nationalsozialismus—National Socialist, or Nazi--political organization selected Adolf Hitler to be their leader in 1921.  Hitler gave fiery speeches against the danger of communism.  In 1928 elections, the Nazis won only 3% of the seats in the government.  After the crash of the German economy, when one in three Germans had no job, no food, and no hope, the Nazis gained power.  By the 1933 elections, the Nazis had 40% of the vote, and Hitler was elected head of government. Rich people, afraid of communism, supported his clear solutions to complex problems.
     On the night of June 30, 1934, Hitler ordered the assassination of over 100 political rivals.  He claimed all power as Fuhrer, or leader. His brown-shirted thugs, the SA, rounded up thousands of citizens, called them communists, and threw them in rural jails called concentration camps.  Jewish people, who often worked in banks, were blamed for the collapse of the economy; thousands were sent to the camps.  Hitler reminded Germans how angry they were about the Treaty of Versailles.  He promised to revive the military, reclaim the land they lost, and conquer Europe.  
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	 Put these events in order:

Hitler elected head of gov.
Treaty of Versailles 

Collapse of US economy

Start of World War I
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	year
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	You are French in 1919.  Why does the Treaty of Versailles have to punish Germany so harshly?
	You are German in 1919.  How do you feel about the punishments in the Treaty of Versailles?

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	You are Vladimir Lenin in 1920, communist dictator of the Soviet Union.  Will communism take over the world?  (Yes!)  Will workers rise up?  (Yes!) Predict that communism will spread west into Germany.

	

	

	You are Adolf Hitler in 1928.  Only 3% of the people are with you.  Blame the communists.

	

	

	You are Adolf Hitler in 1935.  You were elected; you removed your rivals; you bashed the commies; you now claim all power.  You are speaking to thousands of people.  Remind unemployed Germans how angry they are about the Treaty of Versailles.  Describe your vision of Germany’s future.

	

	

	

	

	You are a German man in 1932. You marched in parades and fought for the Kaiser in the Great War.  You were kicked out of the military by the Treaty of Versailles.  You got a job in a shoe factory, but in 1929 the Americans stopped buying shoes, so it closed.  Now you and your friends are unemployed, your children are hungry, and you have no hope.  What do you think when you listen to Hitler’s speech?

	 

	

	

	


