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	The Land
	Russia is the largest country in the world.  It is 6,200 miles from east to west.  (New York to California is 3000 miles).  The Ural Mountains run north-south mark the boundary between Europe and Asia.  
On the western side, the land is part of the European Plain.     
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Label England (UK), Sp, Fr, Ger, Po, and Russia

	Climate
	Russia is cold!  In western Russia there is only one ocean port that is open year round: St. Petersburg.  About half of the land of Russia is too cold for people to live in.  
	How many ocean ports can Russia use all year? ______

Why?  What is the problem with the climate of Russia?

_______________________

	Population
	Total population:  146 million.  (US has 310 million.)  Over 75% of Russians live in western, European Russia.  Moscow and St. Petersburg are the largest cities.     
	Where do most Russian people live, east or west? _______

European side or Asian side?

_________________________

	The Czars


	Czar is the Russian word for King.  From 1613 to 1917, the oldest sons of the Romanov family dynasty became czars of Russia, and they held on to absolute power.  
	What is King in Russian?

__ __ __ __

What family held power for 300 years?

__ __ __ __ __ __ __

	Czar 

Nicholas II
	Czar Nicholas came to power in 1894 at the age of 25.  He completely controlled--and practically owned—Russia. 
   Peasants worked on farms but did not own the land.  Workers produced goods but did not share in the money.  The Czar didn’t care.

    He led Russia into World War I in 1914.  In September 1915, the Czar took control of the Russian army, but the skilled German army crushed the Russians.  The Czar’s army fell apart.  Soldiers demanded peace.
	Who became the leader of Russia in 1894?

_______  _____________

Two groups were unhappy:

Farm workers, called

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __;

and in factories,

__ __ __ __ __ __ __

were still poor.

The Czar’s Russian army lost battles to the skilled

__ __ __ __ __ __ army.

“We want peace,”

said the defeated, angry

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
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Revolution:

Strike, 

Mutiny, Abdication
	In 1917 in the city of St. Petersburg,  everything suddenly changed:  revolution!  Workers began to protest because there was no food, no bread.  
Factory workers refused to work and marched through the streets:  strike! 
The Czar ordered the army to fire on the crowds.  The soldiers refused:   mutiny!  
Now the Czar’s country was falling apart.  Advisors convinced Nicholas to abdicate, or give up being czar:  abdication!
	What suddenly happened?
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __!

What month and year?

_______________, __ __ __ __

When workers refuse to work, that’s called a

__ __ __ __ __ __!

When soldiers refuse to obey orders, that’s called

__ __ __ __ __ __!

When a king or czar decides to give up power, that’s 

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __!

	1917

October Revolution:

Lenin and Communism
	After the Czar’s abdication, Vladimir Lenin violently grabbed control.  He smashed the old systems and created a revolutionary government.  He gave land to peasants. He gave power to workers.  There would be no rich or poor.  All property would be held in common.  
This belief in common work and common benefit was called Communism.
	Who grabbed control?

____________  __________

When?
_______________  ______

What did he give to peasants?

__ __ __ __

What did he give to workers?

__ __ __ __ __

Everything will be shared, 

or held in 

__ __ __ __ __ __ .  That’s 

_  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _

	From Russia to Soviet Union
	Lenin organized Russia into many workers’ councils called soviets.  All soviets were united in the new country, the Soviet Union, to be run by workers, for workers.  
The Soviet Union (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, or USSR) lasted from 1917 to 1991.
	What were workers’ councils called?

__  __  __  __  __  __

What was the new name for Russia?

____________  ___________

When did the Soviet Union begin?  __ __ __ __

When did it end?  __ __ __ __
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