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	Languages
	Over two hundred languages are spoken in Europe today.  There are twenty-three principal languages. Many Europeans speak more than one language.

	Romance 
languages
	When the Romans conquered parts of Europe, they brought their language, Latin.   When the Roman language mixed with local tribal languages, new languages were formed.  Spanish, French, and Italian are all based on Latin.  They are called Romance languages because of their Roman heritage.    

	German
	In Germany and several other countries, German is spoken.  The Romans never conquered the Germans, so German is not a Romance language.   German uses the Latin alphabet.    Deutsch verwendet das lateinische Alphabet

	English
	English is spoken in the United Kingdom, and it is widely studied and used throughout Europe.  English is most similar to German, but advanced vocabulary comes from French, which is a Romance language.

	Russian

русский
	Russian uses the Cyrillic alphabet, a different system of shapes to represent sounds.  Русский использует кириллицу, другая система форм для обозначения звуков.   The Cyrillic letter  ф makes the sound /f/.

	Monotheistic Religion
	Religion is the way people connect with the life of the spirit.  Some religions have many gods, each with specific powers and domains.  Ancient Greece had many gods.  A monotheistic religion sees all spiritual power in one god.  The three major religions of Europe are all monotheistic.

	Judaism
	Judaism is a monotheistic religion. Followers are called Jews.  It was founded in 3000 BC when the God Yahweh was revealed to Abraham in the land at the eastern edge of the Mediterranean Sea.  The language is Hebrew, and the holy book is the Torah, which means instruction.   Jews worship in temples or synagogues.  A major celebration is Passover, which celebrates the time when Moses led the Jews out of slavery in Egypt.   Families gather to retell the story of liberation.  Special foods symbolize the journey.  

	 Islam
	Followers of the God Allah practice Islam.  They are called Muslims.  They worship in the Arabic language, and read from the holy book, the Koran, or Quran, which means recitation. The Koran contains the words Allah spoke to the prophet Muhammad starting in 610 AD.  Muslims worship in mosques. Islam spread quickly from the eastern Mediterranean as far as Spain and India.  The month-long festival of Ramadan celebrates the gift of the Koran to Muhammad.  Adults do not eat during daylight, and Ramadan ends with a three-day feast.

	 Christianity
	The higher power of Christianity is called God.  Jews in the eastern Mediterranean followed the teachings of Jesus Christ, who died around 30 AD.   People who continue this tradition are called Christians.  The holy book is the Bible, which means the book.   Christians worship in churches.  The language was Latin, but now worship is held in the local language of everyday life.  A special celebration in spring is Easter, which marks the death of Jesus and his rising into heaven.   Christians attend special church services on Easter.
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	List three languages based on Latin, 

the language of the Roman Empire:
	 

	What language is based on German, with vocabulary from a Romance language?
	.

	What language uses the Cyrillic alphabet?

Hint:  It’s русский
	 

	In ancient Greece, the god Zeus was in charge of the sky and the god Poseidon was in charge of the water.  Was ancient Greece a monotheistic culture?  Define monotheism and explain.

	 

	

	

	Three Religions

of Europe
	Islam
	Judaism
	Christianity

	Name of the 

Holy One
	 
	
	

	Founder, 

Year of founding
	
	
	

	Followers 

are called
	
	
	

	Holy Book
	
	
	

	Language of worship
	
	
	

	Place of 

Worship
	
	
	

	One Holy 

Festival
	
	
	

	Reason for this celebration
	
	
	

	Activities at this celebration
	
	
	

	Pick one of these three faiths that is not your own.  Pretend it is your religion.  Explain your religious culture to a stranger.  Describe whom, where, and how you worship. Tell about a special festival in your religion.  Include the facts above; add details from the other side. 

	

	

	

	

	

	


