	European Government                                            4-5

	bicameral legislature
	The legislature is where representatives make new laws.  A bi-cameral legislature has two parts, which are called houses.  

In one part, called the lower house, the legislators listen to the people.  These legislators hear the opinions of voters and react quickly to do what they want.

In the part called the upper house, the legislators think about the country as a whole.   They move slowly.

The lower house creates new laws.  The upper house reviews the laws and makes sure they are good for the whole country.
	Representatives make new laws in the ______________
A bi-cameral legislature has two parts, called ________.

The lower house speaks for the ____________.  

The upper house speaks for the ___________ as a whole.

Lower house moves __________.

Upper house moves __________.

Lower house ________ new laws.

Upper house _________ the laws.

	United Kingdom
	 The UK has a bicameral parliamentary government. 
The lower house is the House of Commons.  The 650 members of the House of Commons are elected by the voters.  They write laws and choose the prime minister to lead the government. 

The upper house is called the House of Lords.  It has no power; it advises the government.  Members of the House of Lords are chosen by other lords to give advice on new laws.
	In the UK (England, Great Britain) the legislature has ___ houses.
Lower = _______ of __________

Who elects them? _________

1.  They write _________

2.  They choose the ___________

Upper = House of ___________

The House of Lords gives

________ to the government.

	Federal Republic of

Germany
	Germany has a bicameral parliamentary federal government.   The lower house is called the Bundestag.  The  598 members of the Bundestag are elected by voters.  The Bundestag selects the chancellor, who leads the country.  The upper house is called the Bundesrat.  Members of the Bundesrat represent the 16 states.  Members are appointed by each state..
	In Germany, the lower house is called the _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _ .
The Bundestag picks the

_____________, the head of government, and creates laws.

The upper house is called the 

_  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _.

The Bundesrat represents the _________.

	Russian

Federation
	Russia has a bicameral parliamentary federal government.  The lower house is the State Duma.  Its 450 representatives are elected by the people to create new laws. The upper house is the Federation Council of Russia.  Two members from each of 81 states are appointed to speak for the states.    
	In Russia, the lower house is called the State ________.
Its job is to create new ________.

The upper house is the

____________________________

It speaks for the __________
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	Republic
	A republic is a country with no king or queen.  
	Is the United States 

a republic?                     Yes   No

	Autocratic 

Monarchy
	When the king or queen has all the power, that country is an autocratic monarchy.  No country today is an autocratic monarchy.
	What is a country where the king has all the power to himself?

_________________  ___________

	Constitutional Monarchy
	A constitutional monarchy is a democracy that still has a king or queen for ceremonies and traditions.  The United Kingdom has a queen, Queen Elizabeth II, but she has no power.  She is only for ceremonies.
	A country that has a king for ceremonies and traditions is a
_________________  ___________

	Unitary 
Government
	A small country with a big capital city doesn’t need to be divided into states.  They can make all decisions in the capital.  States don’t have separate governments.  The United Kingdom is a unitary government.

	Is a country with a unitary government usually small or big?
________________

What country has a unitary government? _________________

	Federal Government
	A big, complex country shares power between the national government and the states.  The national government decides big issues—like going to war--and the states decide small, local issues.

Russia and Germany are federal governents.


	Is a country with a federal government usually small or big?

_________________

What two countries have federal governments?

___________ and _____________

	Parliamentary Democracy
	The voters elect legislators to represent them, and the legislators choose the head of government, or chief executive.  The chief executive is still a legislator.

	In a parliamentary democracy, who chooses the head of government?
_____________________________

	Presidential

Democracy
	The voters elect legislators to represent them, and the voters elect the chief executive, or president, to run the country.  The president is not a legislator.


	In a presidential democracy, who chooses the head of government?
____________________________


