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	Autocracy
	An autocracy is when one person rules alone.  An autocratic monarch is a king or queen with all the power.  An autocratic dictator is a leader who grabbed all power.

	Constitutional

Monarchy
	A constitutional monarch is a king or queen who has no power.  Some democracies, like the United Kingdom, remain a monarchy for ceremonies to honor their tradition.   Queen Elizabeth II has been the constitutional monarch of the UK since 1953.

	Republic
	A republic is a country with no monarch.

	Bicameral Legislature
	A bicameral legislature has two rooms, or houses.  The Latin word for room is camera; the prefix bi means two.  The legislators in the lower house listen to the people; they react quickly to the opinions of the voters.  The legislators in the upper house think about the states and regions; they make decisions slowly.  Typically the lower house creates new laws.  The upper house reviews and approves the laws.  

	Parliamentary

Democracy
	The voters elect legislators to represent them.  Then the legislators choose one of the legislators to be the chief executive.  The chief executive is still a legislator.

	Presidential

Democracy
	The voters elect the legislators to represent them, and the voters elect the chief executive—the president—to run the country.  The president is not a legislator.

	Unitary Government
	In a unitary government, all the decisions are made by the national government in the capital.  Unitary governments are typically in small countries with a large capital city.   

	Federal Government
	In a federal government, power is shared by the national government and the states.  The national government declares war; states decide the speed limit.  Federal governments are typically large, complex countries with several big cities.  Russia and the US are federal governments.  Germany is not as big, but its sixteen states have a history of making their own decisions, so it has a federal government.

	Confederation    
	A confederation is a group of independent areas that get together when needed.  Switzerland is officially a confederation, a group of independent states called cantons.

	United Kingdom
	The UK has a bicameral, parliamentary, unitary, government with a constitutional monarchy. The lower house is the House of Commons.  The 650 members of the House of Commons are elected by the voters.  They write laws and choose the prime minister to lead the government. The upper house, called the House of Lords, has no power; it advises the government.  The 821 members of the House of Lords are appointed by the monarch or chosen by other lords.  Theresa May is the prime minister. 

	Federal Republic of

Germany
	Germany has a bicameral, parliamentary, federal government.   The lower house is called the Bundestag.  The 598 members of the Bundestag are elected by voters.  The Bundestag selects the chancellor, who leads the country.   The chancellor proposes new laws, and the Bundestag revises them.  The upper house is called the Bundesrat.  The 69 members of the Bundesrat represent the 16 states, based on population.  Each state appoints members of the Bundesrat.   Angela Merkel is the chancellor.

	Russian

Federation
	Russia has a bicameral, parliamentary, federal government.  The lower house is the State Duma.  Its 450 representatives are elected by the people to create new laws. The upper house is the Federation Council of Russia.  Two members from each of 81 states are appointed to speak for the states. The people elect the president, and the president picks the prime minister.   Vladimir Putin is the president.
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	On a separate piece of paper, write your name, date, class, and assignment (European Government Terms) in the upper right corner. You will turn that in.  Answer all questions.  Follow the outlines carefully.


1.  Germany and Russia both have an upper house in the government that gives each state a voice in the federal government.  Why?  You are the state of Saxony-Anhalt in Germany.  You are a large farming state with a small population.  Explain in five sentences how the Bundesrat helps keep the big, fancy, hot shot, crowded cities like Berlin from getting all the power.
a. describe Saxony-Anhalt

b. explain why you have low representation in the Bundestag

c. explain why the hot shot city Berlin has high  representation in the Bundestag

d. explain who gets what in the Bundesrat

e. explain how the Bundesrat helps a low-population farming state like Saxony-Anhalt.

2.  Poland is trying to decide whether to have a federal or unitary government, and you have been asked for advice.  Poland is about the same size as Germany.  The population is 38 million, less than half the population of Germany.  The capital city, Warsaw, has 1.7 million people and is in the center of the country.  The three other major cities have fewer than 700,000 people.  Poland has 16 states, called wojewodztwa.  The Kingdom of Poland was established in 1025—almost 1000 years ago.  Choose federal or unitary, and explain why in three sentences.

a.  why Poland should have a federal system

b.  why Poland should have a unitary system

c.  your opinion

3.  Queen Elizabeth II and David Cameron are having their weekly private meeting.  They are chatting about the differences between their jobs.  Report on their conversation in three sentences.
a.  Queen Elizabeth describes her job, the head of state

b.  Theresa May describes his job, the head of government

c.  Queen Elizabeth says why the head of state is more important

d.  Theresa May says why the head of government is more important

4.  Angela Merkel and Donald Trump are having coffee at an international conference.     They are chatting about the differences between their jobs.  Report on their conversation in four sentences.

a.  Chancellor Merkel describes the job of chancellor.

b.  President Trump describes the job of president.

c.  She says, “Your job must be so hard, because you have to…”

d.  He says, “Your job must be so hard, because you have to…”

