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The War to End All Wars, 1914-1918                 

	Militarism, alliances, imperialism, nationalism; four years of brutal war; 1500 miles of trenches; 10 million soldiers and 6 million civilians killed.

	Ally

many Allies

Alliance
	An ally is another country that will support you in conflict.  The more allies you have, the stronger you are.  An alliance is a promise, a treaty, an agreement between countries.  Alliances are fragile and easily broken.

	Allied Powers
	France, Great Britain (also called England, UK) and Russia were allies.
They had a three-way treaty to help one another in case of war.

In 1918, after four years of war, the US joined with the Allied Powers.  

	Central 
Powers
	Germany, Austria-Hungary, and the Ottoman Empire (Turkey)
They were called “central” because they were in the center of Europe, between France to the west and Russia to the east.  Austria-Hungary was known as the Austro-Hungarian Empire.

	German Invasion
	In August 1914, the German army marched west through Belgium and attacked France.  The British army quickly moved to help France.  Russia attacked Germany from the east.

	Trench 
Warfare
	Powerful weapons were developed, but armies were not yet able to move effectively.   So armies dug trenches, ditches 12 feet deep that extended for miles.  Armies on both sides stayed in the trenches for four years, waiting defensively for the other side to attack.  New trenches were constantly being dug.  Soldiers would serve for twelve hours in the trench, then move back into safe territory to rest for twelve hours.  Fresh soldiers would replace them, then they would switch places.

	Armistice
	Armistice means “stop fighting.”  In November 1918, both sides agreed to an armistice.  They stopped fighting; the Allies did not declare victory; the German army did not surrender.  This was an unusual way to end a war.  Typically, one side is victorious and the other side is defeated.  

	Treaty of Versailles
	After the Armistice, near Paris in Versailles (Ver-seye), Germany and the Allied Powers eventually agreed on a treaty to end the war.  Here are five key demands which Germany reluctantly agreed to.
1. Germany must admit its responsibility for starting the war.

2.  Parts of Germany were sliced off and given to neighboring countries.  For example, the important German port city Danzig was given to Poland and renamed Gdansk. 
3.  The size of the German military was strictly limited.

4. Germany must pay a huge sum of money to the Allied Powers to make up for the damage caused by the war.  It would have taken Germany fifty years to pay this huge sum. 
5. Germany must give up its empire in Africa, and those colonies would be divided among Allied Powers.
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	1.  You are H. H, Asquith, prime minister of Great Britain (England, UK) in August, 1914.  Germany has just marched through Belgium and attacked France.  The British have a treaty with France.  Each promises to help the other if invaded.  
     Make a speech explaining your decision to send in the British army.

	

	

	

	

	2. You are Georges Clemenceau, prime minister of France in April 1919.  You are at the meeting in Versailles.  Make a speech explaining the harsh penalties against Germany. Refer to specific points in the Treaty of Versailles.  
     Make a prediction for how Europe will be twenty years in the future.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	3.  You are Ulrich Graf von Brockdorff-Rantzau, head of the German delegation to Versailles in May 1919.  Make a speech protesting the harsh penalties in the Treaty of Versailles.  
     Make a prediction for how Europe will be twenty years in the future.

	

	

	

	

	


