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	Europe
	Europe is a continent in the northern hemisphere.  On the west is the Atlantic Ocean.  To the south is the Mediterranean Sea. The Ural Mountains in Russia border the east.   

	Mediterranean Sea
	An eastern part of the Atlantic Ocean.  The Mediterranean Sea touches the southern countries of Europe and the northern countries of Africa.  It surrounds Italy.

	Rhine River
	A major river in central Europe flowing through Germany from south to north.  

	Danube River
	A major river in central Europe flowing east from Germany to the Black Sea.

	English Channel
	A narrow part of the Atlantic Ocean between England (United Kingdom) and France.     

	European Plain
	A huge, flat, area of farmland that stretches across northern Europe for 2000 miles. 

	Alps Mountains
	A ring of very high, steep mountains in the middle of Europe covered by ice and snow.

	Pyrenees Mts.
	A chain of mountains between France and Spain with old villages made from stone.  

	Ural Mountains
	A long chain of gentle mountains in Russia; they separate Europe and Asia.

	Iberian Peninsula
	A square-shaped peninsula in southwest Europe that includes Spain and Portugal    

	Scandinavian 
Peninsula 
	A long loopy peninsula in northernmost Europe that includes Norway and Sweden.

	United Kingdom
	An island nation north of mainland Europe.   Be careful!  England, English, Britain, British, Great Britain, and United Kingdom are used at different times in history.

	France
	At the western edge of Europe, France includes the Pyrenees, Alps, and European Plain

	Belgium
	A small country bordered by France, Germany, and the English Channel.

	Germany
	At the center of Europe, Germany has the Alps, European Plain, Rhine, and Danube.  

	Russia
	Russia has the largest land in the world.  Western Russia is part of Europe; the Ural Mountains divide Russia; eastern Asian Russia is mostly brutally cold, empty land.

	Poland
	Poland is a square-shaped country in eastern Europe, east of Germany.

	Ukraine
	Ukraine is in southwest Europe on the Black Sea, west of Russia.

	Spain
	Spain is between the Mediterranean Sea and the Atlantic on the Iberian Peninsula..

	Portugal
	Portugal is a small country west of Spain on the Atlantic coast of the Iberian Peninsula.

	Italy
	Italy is a boot-shaped peninsula in the Mediterranean Sea.  The Alps are in the north.

	Great Smog

Of London

1952
	Coal is a soft rock that burns easily.  Coal is mined under the ground and burned in furnaces to produce heat.  Coal is burned to create electricity.  Coal provides power for factories. When coal is burned, it produces smoke and dust pollution.

    For four days in 1952, a winter fog settled over the city of London.  When the fog combined with pollution from coal, smoke + fog = smog.  The smog was so thick that people could not see.  Over 4000 people died.  

	Chernobyl Nuclear Explosion

1986
	A nuclear power plant uses chemical reactions to create electricity.  Nuclear power plants create less pollution, but there is a great risk to nuclear power.

    In 1986, part of the huge nuclear power plant in Chernobyl, Ukraine, exploded.  Tons of poisonous radioactive chemicals spilled out of the plant.  Toxic smoke blew into the air and all over Europe. People died from radiation poison and land was ruined

	Acid Rain 

in Germany, 

1950--present
	Air pollution reacts with water in clouds to create acid rain.  The rainfall becomes highly acidic, damaging trees and soil.  Rivers and streams flow with acidic water that kills fish and plants.  

     Starting around 1950, Germany increased its production of cars.  The pollution caused acid rain and harmed the forests, rivers, crops, and animals of Germany.  Now Germany is a leader in wind and solar energy, but Poland’s economy is industrializing.
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	On the map above, label these ten countries:

Italy, Germany, United Kingdom, Russia,

Spain, Poland, Portugal, Ukraine, Belgium, France
	On the map above, label these ten features:
Atlantic Ocean, Rhine River, Pyrenees Mountains, Mediterranean Sea, Danube River, Ural Mountains, Alps, Iberian Peninsula, Scandinavian Peninsula, English Channel

	Circle the correct answer:    
	Which is longer, the Danube or the Rhine?  

	Which is bigger, Russia or the US?  
	Which is smaller, Poland or Ukraine?  

	Which has the English Channel, Spain or France?
	Which borders Poland, Germany or Russia?  

	Which divide France and Spain, Ural or Pyrenees?
	Which are higher, the Alps or the Pyrenees?    


	Pick one of the three European environmental issues in Europe.   You are a news reporter covering this issue.  Describe it as a conflict between the economy and the environment.  Invent three people to interview:  a business leader, a citizen, and a government official.  How do their opinions differ?

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


